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REALIZING THE OUTCOMES
OLD SALEM’S HIDDEN TOWN PROJECT

. . . . Understanding the Complex Relationships
Hidden Town Project at Old Salem Museums and Gardens (OSMG) is currently the main

focus of the institution's Department of Moravian Research. Wen g B L G Francis Fries would take his “boys” (as he sometimes referred to the enslaved men) on
. . AT TR . £ SR outings, such as ice skating. As a boy at school, his letters between himself and his
The project has 5 major goals: MR L ot AN R P . o K. e parents revealed an affection for the first enslaved person in their household named
1.Locate the sites of dwelling places of enslaved people throughout Salem’s historic e ol Y . L W A > . Fanny. (Although Wilhelm spoke somewhat fondly of her, he later sells her to someone
district ¥ o it i il d A e, e outside the town, even though her husband Adam was still working at Salem Tavern.) The
2.Fully integrate this narrative into the everyday interpreted visitor experience: where : R i ik o . ] et _' paternalism Francis projected when talking about the enslaved persons in his household
they lived and worked, and who they were as human beings IR R S S . MERSEECS T Sl o S W and business is starkly contrasted by his conducting of transactions to procure as well as
3.Connect with descendants of the enslaved e Lo R - it ~ e sell enslaved people.
4.Archaeologically investigate designated sites A e | e e Lk Y
5.Interpret the heritage of enslaved people in Salem and their descendants through ."-:':' TG, S S : et Identifying Names of the Enslaved Individuals
contemporary art forms, salon discussions, and public gatherings. TN T ' '
The census taken in 1860 revealed that 68 enslaved people were housed by Wilhelm and
Francis Fries. So far, | have found 20 names of individuals, and | am continuing in my
search for more. Along with some of the names are listed their positions/occupations.

MY CAPSTONE WITHIN HIDDEN TOWN

Locating Potential Dwelling Sites
My focus within OSMG's Hidden Town Project is Francis Fries and his woolen mill which e Wy e | o - . A o . - .
hey opened in Salem in 1840. BecauseJ Salem was a theocracy, overseen by the : P « 4 5 16 9 weos o wir 8L ., # X7 | | have been able to ascertain from Moravian records and historic maps that many of the
Moravians who settled the town, any business had to receive approval from the [ AR T ke P P s T L e M mﬁ o enslaved people lived on Wilhelm’'s farm land northwest of the township of Salem, and
governing members of the church. Francis pushed the boundaries of the Moravian's 4] £ Flrl o | e g N O - olf : & G e A must have walked to the woolen mill from there. Also, once Salem'’s leadership lets go of
rules on enlsavement, by using primarily labor of enslaved people to run his business. e SO L0 LT e, “oy TR LU e _' ' e e &Y i its control over laws regarding enslaved people living in town, more enslaved people live
He did hire some day laborers, however, most of his employees were enslaved people. e _ B —_— Fal M o P ,......-...r : ¢ e A on the mill's property, in buildings on site. | also know from a diary kept by Francis's
By 1860, the census lists “F&H Fries” (Francis's brother Henry partnered with him in e e ' = ; e e - 2 gt A, SRS vy S A daughter Mary that at least two enslaved individuals lived in Wilhelm's house in town (Lot
1842) housing 48 enslaved individuals. Their father, Wilhelm Fries, was listed to have 20 : P "‘""‘"h"“'__r f’f *__ :;- - TV 7 ok ot B ISR 52).
enslaved individuals on his property by that same year. Salem was reported to have | W ™ ‘ ﬁh Ep ”TF =%
around 160 enslaved persons living in the town at its height, thus, more than one-third S b ﬁ & -! 4 _:I j _——_} I'_] @ a - .+ .. g *“_____ﬁ_ -
of the population of enslaved people worked for the Fries family. — A" it -
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Denke, Maria (Steiner), "View of Salem from the West I 1852 P-17; Old Salem Museums and Gardens Collection, Winston-Salem, NC.

IDENTIFYING THE CHALLENGES

Lack of Physical Structure

While other lots which have been researched as a part of Hidden Town still have some original structures or reconstructed buildings standing,
the woolen mill, along with its dependencies have long since been torn down. The |ot has neither been excavated, as it is now home to
Kaleideum Downtown, a local children’s museum in Winston-Salem, NC. Thankfully, the 1885 Sanborn Insurance Map for “Winston and Salem”
identifies the structures that were present on the lot by that time. While this map was not drawn until after Emancipation, it still gives an idea of
where enslaved people might have lived on the site.

Above:"September 26, 1888 / Fries Woolen Mill." 1888. Old Salem
Museums & Gardens, Winston-Salem, NC.

Expansion of Scope

"th : 5y : up ‘l‘””’ X
The Fries family's legacy in Salem did not begin with Francis. His father Wilhelm came to Salem in 1809 from the Moravians in Germany. As s i Sﬁfm/;ygngjJ’g X
evidenced by Moravian records, Wilhelm pushed the boundaries of what was allowed in the town. He was constantly seeking ways to make the ncen i i,
most money he could. Wilhelm's view of slavery informed his sons’ views. Using letters and Moravian records, | have been able to understand

how the two generations of Fries were involved in changing the town'’s rules regarding enslaved people. | needed to understand how enslaved
people lived and worked under Wilhelm's supervision. Expanding my research to Include Wilhelm’s properties became important to

Above: Portrait of Francis Fries, Painting, Circa 1838-1845, Above: Portrait of Lisetta Fries,; Painting, Circa 1838-1845,. understanding the lives of enslaved people in Salem.
5607.13; Old Salem Museums and Gardens Collection, 5607.14; Old Salem Museums and Gardens Collection,

Winston-Salem, NC. Winston-Salem, NC.

Below: "Fries, Francis Levine," 677; Old Salem Wachovia Below: "Fries, Lisetta Maria," 682; Old Salem Wacho"VIa Selectiveness of Documentation

B-esidents Database, Oldsalem.org. Residents Database, Oldsalem.org.

| . ke 1o = ' | Fries, Lisotta aria, . Yogler Trade Wilhelm Fries had property in town and outside of town. Wilhelm's vast property holdings of land outside the town’s purview was not discussed
Occupied: ‘ Occupied: . .
4 i Born; larch 3, 1620 as often in the Moravian records.
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' Mary Elisabeth, 31 Aug. 1844 (SCB) Salem, N.C. ‘ Sjl?m’v . . 4 ! Zz X SFALENT G',qs wus.
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| Francis. iionry. "1 Peb 3035 (508) Matbers. iy | | Mother: Christina, n.n Spach . : %4 e R . % e .
Henry Elias, 22 Sep. 1857 (SCB) ; . | - \ : . : # 1885 Sanborn map showing F & H Fries Woolen Mill.

m.n. Nissen Married: Francis Fries, 1838
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B e, 6 Do 1855 (sc) PHeS Lisetta laria Vogler 24 Mg : A broadside uSed by the Fries' woolen mill to advertise fabric. Winston and Salem, North Carolina, June 1885
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Vogler (c)
Jar.alro o1l sutlom ooy ~le Personal History: Memoir not in Archives: (E) I [\ % 1885
18 Gctl.” 1812 "Br, [Simon] Peter baptized Franz Levin, the little son of 5 Mar. 1820 "Br. Van Vleck held the Children's Hour, during which the 34 3l T, : ‘ ;

| Domestle Br. Wilhelm and Sr. Johanna Elisabeth Frles born yesterday." Domestie little son born to Br. and Sr. Fockel on the 3rd was baptized
f (bD F) @ith the name August Gottlieb, and the little daughter born on ESO' | R‘ E E LE‘ I IO N
| 12 May 1818 "Into the school for little boys came Nathanael Blum, Levi the 3rd to Br. and Sr, John Vogler was baptized with the name -

fTreining V. Blum, and Francis Fries." (SD-F) | Lisette Maria." (SD-F)
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Personal History: Memoir 3wt in Archives: (E)
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6 June 1827 "Br. and Sr. Fries wish to place their son, Francis, for fur- 1820's & '30's lMiscellaneous papers of: W

| Tesining ORI e the ability for it and has r g iR Sy Ferguson, Leland. God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and Race in Moravian Wachovia. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2011.
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| \Was given “ ot 103 The Fries’ Woolen Mill” to research. | started my research with a Thacker, Tanya. "African American References, Wachovia/Salem, North Carolina." Prepared for Old Salem, Inc. 1994,

: : : : Vogler, E. A. "“Map of Salem and Winston North Carolina: And the surrounding Land as far as it was owned by the Congregation of United Brethren Salem NC.” Philadelphia: J. L. Smith, Publisher,
checklist that Martha Hartley, Director of Moravian Research, gave me, pulling relevant 1876,
information from sources listed. | extracted information from OSMG's National Historic
Landmark Nomination Application, the Wachovia Residents Database, census records,
Moravian Records, the Moravian Archives in Winston-Salem, NC, multiple files from the OLD SALEI:} HIDDEN T()WN
Frank L. Horton Museum Center at the Museum for Early Southern Decorative Arts .

(MESDA) in Old Salem, among other sources. - SARA.H GRAHL

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA GREENSBORO

Background image is a photograph taken of a scrap of fabric produced in the F & H Fries Woolen Mill during Francis Fries's

SARAHALGRAH L@G MAIL.COM _ lifetime. The fabric is a piece of black canvas-like cloth and is held in the Museum of Early Southern Decorative Art's
archives. = S i




